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New York – The Triangle Shirtwaist Fire (Video Notes) 
· Saturday, March 25, 1911
· 500 employees-mostly teenage girls

· 4:45pm
· Someone must have dropped a match (M) or burning cigarette (Q) into bins of fabric (Y).
· Factory occupied top floors of the building (V).

· Doors locked to keep out union organizers and prevent theft (Z).
· Fire caught fabric and spread quickly from one to another.

· Women scrambled towards the exits (C).  Door on Washington Place side was locked.

· Some may have been crushed against the doors.

· Most workers on the 10th floor escaped with the help from students from NYU.

· Hundreds made it down the elevator (R)—30 at a time, even though only 15 were supposed to be on.
· By 4:55, the elevators were out of service.

· Fire spread from 8th to 9th floor (V).

· 200 women remained trapped in the building without a way to escape.
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On the 8th floor workers tried to stop the fire (X).  But the pressure in the fire hoses attached to the building did not work.
· Some raced to a fire escape (A) on the far western end of the building.  Less than 20 managed to escape, but the fire escape collapsed.  Several workers plunged to their death.  Now, there was no other way out.
· As the fire grew, women moved towards the windows.  Some of their clothes caught on fire.  

· New York Fire Department (D) responded within minutes and rushed 35 vehicles to the scene, with the most modern equipment in the country.  But the tallest ladder could only reach the sixth floor.  Flames flew out of the windows.

· Crowds of people grew on the street below.

· The heat was too much for many of them, and there was no way out, so some jumped.
· People on the street at first thought there were burning bundles of clothes being thrown out of the windows.  

· The flames were too hot, so they had to jump.  Some held hands as they jumped.  Some were impaled on the iron fence that was below.  People that saw it said they never forgot it; that it burned into the retina of their eyes (J).
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“I learned a new sound.  A more horrible sound than description can picture.  It was the thud of a speeding, .living body on the stone sidewalk.  ‘Thud’.  Dead.  ‘Thud’.  Dead.  ‘Thud’.  Dead.  ‘Thud’.  Dead….The height was 80 feet.  The first 10 shocked me.  I looked up; saw that there were scores of girls at the windows.  Flames from the floors below were beating in their faces.  Somehow I knew that they, too, must come down.  I even watched one girl falling, waving her arms, trying to keep her body upright until the very instant she struck the sidewalk and became the ‘thud.’  Then a silent, unmoving pile of clothing, and twisted broken limbs.” William Sheppard (reporter from the United Press writer)” 
· Women, three and four at a time, grabbed hands and jumped off the building.
· Firefighters put out nets, but they broke and saved no one.
· By 5:15 thousands of workers and people crowded the street.  Police could not control the crowd.

· Water from the fire hoses were stained red.

· “I looked upon the heap of dead bodies and I remembered These girls were shirtwaist makers (O).  I remember there great strike of last year in which these same girls had demanded more sanitary conditions and more safety precautions in these shops (U).  These dead bodies were the answer.”

· It was over in less than a half hour.

· Firemen inspecting the floors found dead bodies, some still bent over the sewing machines.  Among the remains, they found 11 engagement rings (W).  In all, 146 people, mostly immigrant girls, some as young as 14, had died (N).  Greatest industrial disaster in New York’s history.

· Remains of the dead a few days later.  “Nothing human about most of these (bodies).”  They were laid out for identification (AA).  Relatives came to identify bodies.  The process took three days.  Seven were so badly burned that they could not be identified.  

· A mass funeral was held in April for the unknown bodies.  120,000 joined in the funeral procession.  400,000 more watched from the sidewalk in the heavy rain.

· The owners of the factory—Isaac Harris and Max Blanck were charged with man slaughter for locking their workers in.  The two men were acquitted when they could not prove that the men knew the exit door was lock at the time of the fire. (P)
· The factory reopened a few weeks later in a new building.

· Inspectors found the exit doors blocked by rows of sewing machines.

· The city could no longer ignore this.  The impact was something the city could not ignore.  Changed laws in New York City.
· A mass meeting of concerned citizens and businesses went to the state legislature to help reform the work place.  An investigation was organized.
· The investigation lasted four years.  The factory commission took testimony from many witnesses, and made tours of factories all over the state.

· New laws with 
· fire protection
· enclosed stair cases

· fire sprinklers

· adequate lighting

· ventilation

· washrooms
· dangerous machinery was regulated by law.
· women could not work more than 54 hours a week.

· children under 14 could not work in factories at all
· Business leaders were outraged.  Increased the cost of doing business.
· The state government would now do things to get to the bottom of problems with city life.
